Teratologic effects of LSD in explanted early chick embryos.
Chick embryos were explanted at stage; 4-7 and cultured for 20 h with or without LSD. At any stage 10 mug/ml LSD or higher caused abnormalities in axial structures, particularly somites, in over 50% of the embryos. LSD had no apparent effect on morphogenesis of the heart, but significantly lowered the pulse rate. Cellular degeneration occurred in severely affected structures, but LSD at embryotoxic doses caused alterations in neither cell morphology nor mitotic activity. The effects of LSD were not permanent, i.e., the embryos retained the ability to undergo normal morphogenesis when, after 4-5 h of treatment with 10 mug/ml LSD, they were subcultured on plain nutrient medium.